LAW AND THE GREAT STATE

law on matters concerning marriage, divorce, suc-
cession to property, the renvoi, etc. The tests of
nationality and residence are bound to supersede
the vague and inadequate test of domicile to which
the United Kingdom and many English-speaking
communities so obstinately cling. A doctrine
which grew up in the Dark Ages, when there was no
nationality and but little travelling as we know it
now, cannot but create the boundless confusion and
uncertainty that the doctrine of domicile does at
present]create in English-speaking civilisation. Even
if the Great State be not itself international, the
development of an international intelligence must
surely end those ridiculous anomalies which perplex
the layman and enrich the lawyer of to-day.

Beyond these issues I find little to say in the way of
generalisation about the law of the Great State.
I am not a Socialist, though I have to admit, with
all sane men, the manifest necessity of an increasing
public control of, and property in, the main social
services. Clearly the laws of possession must follow
the changing ideas of the nature of what is, so to
speak, property-able. With the decline of the
bureaucratic movement, and subject to the fore-
going proviso, it is not unreasonable to expect a
rapid and successful assimilation of the law of real
property to the law of personal property instead
of its departmental complication by officials. More-
over, the mockery of justice due to the publicity of
legal proceedings which are worse than useless, except
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